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Mr* lardnsr 

Nsvarssa 
Waahtaetau Pant 
1150 15 St., Ntf 
Washing*©*, D.C. 20005 

Esar 

mi^ht ytu *»ks<* c* a rsas enable qusstisn, perhaps a akaptical ana. and I triad 
ta answer it with specifics* Haw cams I wan dafandinc ths FBI? 

It caa be said I wuex defending the PHI, but I would act put it that my «>U «« 
nat really believe that at any paint wy poppasoa a ra ta dafand ©r ta attack* 

I'll explela thiB er try te explain it in a different way, one that I think Bight 
help your uaderutaudlag ef a complex situs tie* and a Byzantine story. I*a doing it la 
writing re -her then by phene because I seas tines uae letter* ae neneranaLa and I nay at 
aeno point w/tnnt te use tills explanntisn in *y writing, the way it is going new in the 
book* I ve hnd te ley aside when it ia twe-thiri in draft, n new one on th* King asaaecinatien. 

(Tec, it will have "new evidence" in it.) 

In ny wort and in ay csntacts with the Mger sedia (ns distinguished fret indiutduaft 
reporters; I hove case te learn hew apt it was for Solzhetsyn te say that as little truth 

■ mi m *"“ 4 1 «■* “ « * " ia " 

The nature of ny werk changed greatly after the earliest ef it. I never did pursue 
e whodunit although I believe that if I were the FBI I'd be able te solve th* *iag cnee. 

t has really beceae a study ef the functioning and naif uao tinning ef eur institutiena 
in tin* of great stress. 

The Oils cnee illustrates this and that is what ysu asked ns about ia the avuta ef 
■y defending the FBI. Renenber I told you that in *y own investigations I learned af it 
what the FBI hnd dene and had net told the Warren Cennisaiea? That was nat defending the 
FBI. I could add nere te this, on what the FBI should have dene and eld net do. It should, 
for exauplc, have recent. ended oertqia Inquiries for the Cenaiealen and said these it 

I* oeuld have gene off on ite own and said we have taken the liberty 
ef doing this for yea la tha hope it night ba ef service. But these, while reasonable, 
do net get te the basic point - whs was la charge. Subordinate te this is wht hod what 
responsibility. The problem today and la reoent years oases fr*n a total lack ef 
cence end yho dealre ef each agency er institution te protect itself. Goa# rally this can 
** ***• *t the cost te eayithsr, by binning another. Baever was particularly skilled 
at this and I havs sane clnsslo cases I'll b* using. 

% earlg perception ef this was lose dear than ia retrospect I wish it had 
Hawever, I think you will find it explicit enough end entirely consistent with ny attitude 

"f**! “ d 1)9 til ** tk " Introduction te ay first beak, written the sad ef 1964. 

“ two parts and I think the as re re volant part ia the second, on hew invoatieatiens 
M * rk * * in fi ** *•** the a on a* you uaed "defaed" that I defended the Blrchers 

fBr *** KCurril * u * ad. 1 did ae such thing. On the ether end I wee "defend- 

ing Warren when that alee was net ny purpose. I wee trying te five the reader a u..aaa «| 

asking an independent judgement baaed ea what was then available te ae, the Ceaaisuioa's 
publlohed oat© rials saly* 

Ths actuality ia af tstal fail ups, agency aa«i imstltutlaaal* I regard tha press a a 
F * e * b * 8i0 iR«titutieaB and btlieva its failure w M total. I wish it were 

possible for the powers ef the press te examine themselves ea this but I think It will never 
happen. For reasons aet always the sane but eenetines coinciding the FBI, CIA and ethers 
like then foiled. The basic failure cane free a policy detezsiaatiea. Rebedy actually tried 
s in* out what really hapyead, Thsrs asver was a real investicatica ©f t ha a6saowiuatisji* 






The effort was. t# naka the preconception &a credible as possible# It has not ended# 

All today's leaks that appear to bo hurtful to tho FBI ant' CIA aro mot and sost 
likely uro by tho* , diroctlt or indirectly# Take tho two Geshke ana Kessler ana tho Post 
were suckered on, omc with A eever withholding, tho other with tho CIA doing tho sum 
thing# *hij.e in each caso I a* today certain if the root is over reached it will not 
support tho trunk and branches of tho sterlea, that is not asternal to ay point# In 
each oast fundasental is the preconception of Oswald's guilt# iA hie is true of tho 
cenaitteft's leaks sn £iag. 

▲t ns point in ny work or I think when I speak extemporaneously do I cook goats 
or an 1 ought to got anyone# Eras in ny opposition to Sprague and not him alone on this 
committee getting his is net ny purpose and I did begin by importing trust and performing 
on my trust# It gave me tho world's best means of making a dependable judgement and I have 
made it and have solid proof from it# Vhlle it is true, as Waldron says, that I an 
too trusting, and it is true that I'd rather not worry about not beim. this way, it is 
also generally true that this nakes wy ovaluotlens of others senior and sometime* painfully 

S uioker# Tho subtitle of ny early work reflect this# This first wee an analysis of tho 
SB&iasioii and its sts/ff , subtitle The Report on tho W&rrsn Report# Tho second, sub- 
title "Tho FBI-Socret Servioe Coworup#" and so it went, when it was possible bringing 
the CIA in tilth Oswald in NcwOrlttams# If X bias* then all how do I defemd any oao? But 
fro* the peintedaeaa of tho last part of ny firot work, on Dover's supposed initial in- 
vestigation to th<* last part of try last work, Feat Morten, to ny two current suits la which 
tho FBI id defendant I an sot its defender# 

However, I will not willingly or knowingly criticize it unfairly or out of balance# 

Ivor tho CIA# In tho days of the Warren Comdosion tho ultimate responsibility lay with it# 
Its staff hmmis know bettor that it did and said and nsst either loft early, as a few 
did, or ;eft aelf-serving memos# I use some of Arlem Specter's in Post Morten# There is 
ns way of exculpating tho Conmissi.om ant, being honest is this and there is still this 
drive to hold it as innocent victim# Rea* the executive session transoipt of i/22 in 
Post Mottos again. I think you rend it when * gave to to Uil Claiborne in Now York 
late iu April 1375# 

Thin gets to LBJ's political cunning, given his objectives, which can bo regarded 
with less then euspiciea if United to their tine of origin# He ram the poll teal gamut, 
from Warren to Bussell, oenmed each la a different way and with that screwed tho proas, 
especially those friendly to Warren# 

As beet one person can with those frailties ws all have I sock truth# I wish I had 
tho capability of publishing more ana of getting mere, although I have* quite a collection 
that is already becoming a permanent scholarly archive# I cannot in truth say that the 
FBI is responsible for tho failure to make a proper investigation of tho Odlo story although 
I did criticize the FBI in ny writing on it# I i did not thorn "defend" it# Ultimate 
responsibility iu the Corral sal on 'a# The leak to Anderses was exculpatory of tho Genada&ioa# 

I could carry this farther but I've run out of tine. I hope? you'll excuse mj even 
worse typing# fta»»**Qf ^emetines my wife can go over it and correct it but this morning 
she cannot# My typing is worse because I now typo sort of fido-saddle. I can^t ke?p my 
logs pad pendant for very loaj and should not keep them horizontal too long either# So 
I 'to node nyimlf n pedestal-style typewriting table, with a stout pipe support, with a 
moans of holding ay legs horizontal ani than covered with a small blanks tx to kerp tho 
circulation up# With this weather my normal nouns of forcing tho circulation, vhiskx 
brisk walking, la out# So I oxsroyclo, generally to tho AH TV news, which la hew I caught 
tho ocmtdttoo/Anioracn attack on you, Burnham. Edards, mo and others# % apologies 
but mast people can make it out# Sincerely, 



